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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is 
December 14, 2001. The time is 12:07 p.m. 

I am Battalion Chief Robert Burns, safety 
battalion, New York City Fire Department, 
conducting an interview with -- 

FIREFIGHTER BROWN: Firefighter Sean Brown, 
Class 6, Engine 16. 

BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: This is in regards to 
the events of September 11, 2001. 

Q. If you would, Sean, in your own words, just 
tell us what happened that day. 

A. Well, about 0845 hours, the morning of 
September 11, 2001, just about to come off tour. 
Lieutenant mentioned to me that might be staying a 
little later than usual today, due to the fact of a 
report of a plane hitting the north tower of the World 
Trade Center, and the lieutenant said to start gearing 
up. 

Approximately at 0850 hours, 16 was called, 
was called first due on the third alarm. At that 
point, myself, Ronnie Cifu, Lieutenant Mickey Kross, 
Firefighter Paul Lee, Firefighter Timmy Marmion, 
Firefighter Pete Felluca and myself, Sean Brown, 


firefighter, Grade 6, responded to the scene. 


S. BROWN 


We arrived via Church Street, tried to make 
the left turn onto Liberty Avenue, but could not. 
Liberty Street, excuse me. We could not gain access to 
the south tower, so we ended up backing up, staying on 
Church, and at that point, that was about 0900 hours. 

When we started to back out, back from 
Liberty Street to Church, due to we couldn't gain 
access, the second plane hit the south tower, showering 
debris everywhere. So we proceeded northbound onto 
Church and ended up parking the rig on Park Place and 
making our way southbound towards the north tower, 
which would be Building 1. 

So we made entry to the World Trade Center 
with our roll-ups and extra cylinders, and we at that 
point went into the lobby, where they were just setting 
up the command post, and that would be approximately 
ten after nine. 

At that point, we were met by Ray Downey, 
Chief Ganci, Commissioner Feehan, and Father Judge and 
Tommy Von Essen, the commissioner. We were then teamed 
up with Engine 1, asked to proceed up to the 23rd Floor 
in order to set up communications. 

We were with a couple of ESU cops, and one of 


the -- I would say officers from the Port Authority, so 
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our orders were to go up with engine one with three 
roll-ups, extra cylinders, and set up communications, 
and then proceed up to the 70th Floor. 

We were warned that whoever was on the nozzle 
that day would be sucked out of the -- possibility of 
being sucked out of the building, but they said it 
would be about an hour walk up, but our main job was to 
set up communications. 

We were on the 23rd Floor, set up 
communications, when we heard a rumble. I would say we 
were on the 23rd for about five to ten minutes. The 
building shook. Lights went out. Asked my officer 
if -- you know, what happened, and he thought maybe the 
top of the building got blown off. 

I turned to him and I said, "What do we do?" 
And some chief appeared. Don't know who the chief 
was. Chief from the department appeared, said, "Start 
making your way out of the building. The south tower 
just collapsed. A third plane is coming towards the 
north tower." 

At that point, we gathered up all our gear 
and were ordered to leave the roll-ups and start 
proceeding downward. 


At that point, the team became separated. We 
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were all together. A minute later everybody was 
separated, so it was myself and Firefighter Felluca. 
We started to head downstairs, and at that point 
Lieutenant Kross wasn't with us, became separated from 
us, so I ran -- we were at the 19th at that point, ran 
back up to 23rd to look for him, but to no avail. 
Radioed him. Couldn't get him. 

So we started to head down. We ran into 
another officer from a Manhattan company that knew 
Lieutenant Kross, said he was starting to head down. 
We proceeded downward, ran into 110 truck. That was 
the first company from Brooklyn we ran into, told them 
what we heard, and then we heard a transmission over 
the radio. 

The Maydays started coming in to vacate the 
north tower. So as we started going down, we started 
running into Brooklyn companies and telling them to -- 
that we were told to vacate the building. 

At that point, we proceeded down. Most of 
the civilians -- we didn't see any civilians at that 
point. It was mainly firefighters. Made it down to 
the lobby. There were about maybe 30 firefighters that 
were with us. Made it to the lobby, and the lobby was 


like a war zone. All the windows were blown out, and 
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the command post wasn't there. 

We proceeded out onto West Street and 
proceeded to start walking north, and the building was 
a little listed when we came out, and we made it to the 
corner of West and Vesey when the building came down. 
That was myself, and Firefighter Tim Marmion and 
Firefighter Pete Felluca. 

At that point, attention was called upon me 
to go back and get -- there was a chief that they 
pulled out, so I ran over to grab that chief, and 
proceeded to move to pull him towards the ambulance. 

We got him the help he needed. 

I have medical training, so I figured I would 
do my best to help him out, and put him in the 
ambulance. Then the building totally collapsed, and I 
would say I was on West and Barclay. The guys from the 
company were on West and Vesey. 

I radioed to the company, and they -- their 
precise words were, "Run, run for your life," and me, 
the chief and some ESU cop that jumped in to help me 
dragged him to an ambulance, put him in an ambulance, 
took off and proceeded to get caught in the dust 
cloud. 


Had all my gear on, had my hood on, and I 
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still was wearing my mask at the time of the dust 
cloud. Call it luck, as you may, chief. Can't tear it 
off my back, though. It's free. 

Proceeded to realize before I got hit with 
the cloud I was walking northbound on West, and I was 
about West and Barclay, proceeded to keep walking west, 
and got caught in the cloud and ran into one of the 
chief's that got caught in the cloud, but didn't 
have -- he was so far back from the scene, didn't 
figure he'd get caught in the dust cloud, so he didn't 
have his mask, and helped him out, pulled him out of 
the scene, too. 

So we shared some air, and at that point 
after the dust cleared we went back and started 
looking. I got on the radio and started looking for my 
team and ended up meeting back at Vesey and West where 
we originally were together, and after that was just 
all started looking for people. That's it. 

BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Great, Sean. Thanks 


for the interview. The time is 12:16 p.m. 


